
COMMISSION CALL OUT:
Opportunity to make work at
The Yard Theatre with Yard

Young Artists

An image of The Egg Show, a Young Artist show from 2023, showing two people seated on
the floor (one adult, one child) having custard poured over them by two more children.

If you have Disability access needs that mean you need this
information in another format, please contact our People
and Finance Manager, Kel; email: kellie@theyardtheatre.co.uk
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INTRODUCTION_

Yard Young Artists is The Yard Theatre’s artist development programme for
local young people aged 9-21 years. There are four strands to the
programme:

1. Yard Young Artists: 9-11 years.
2. Yard Young Artists: 11-15 years.
3. Yard Young Artists: 16-21 years.

These three groups meet weekly to explore performance-making, learn and
play with contemporary theatre practice and have a joyful time with friends.
Through Yard Young Artists, The Yard hopes to support the growth of a new
generation of happy, healthy artists, skilled at telling captivating stories to a
live audience in fresh, bold ways.

4. Yard Young Artists Company.

This is our making strand of the programme. For the Yard Young Artist’s
Company, we commission artists to develop a show with young people as
part of our public programme (see Previous Work) below. The young people
in the company can come from any of the age groups.

We are seeking to commission a new idea for the Yard Young Artist
Company for a work-in-progress presentation in early 2024, responding to
the idea of:

The Natural World.

We are not looking for a fully-fledged performance idea or a script. We are
looking for a seed of an idea that needs the input of young people to grow.
If you already know exactly what performance you would make, it’s
probably not the right idea for this project. The idea must be developed
with the young people.

The work can be with any of the age groups or a mix, but resulting in
performance for an adult audience with children very welcome. The final
company will be drawn from across the Young Artists programme, based on
the needs of the piece.



WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR_

We want artists to think creatively about The Natural World.

This might include thinking about mud, capitalism, joy, race, sexuality,
gender, bodies, oceans, disability, rainforests, walks, underwater
submersibles, war, animals, parenting, colonialism, beekeeping, technology,
community, neoliberalism, family, migration, wildfires, extinction, insects,
going off-grid, farming, aviation, food, water, socialism, Afrofuturism, space
exploration, conservation, dystopia, utopia, love, hope, fear, work, the
future.

Any of these and more are topics you might be interested in exploring. We
want you to surprise us.

Your idea doesn’t have to be completely new. You may have been thinking
about this for a while. You may even have workshopped it with some other
young people.

WHO WE ARE LOOKING FOR_

Solo artists, or artists working together can apply. For example, you could
be a director who wants to work with a performer and sound designer, or
two musicians who want to collaborate on a piece of work, or simply
members of a collective. The fee (info below) is fixed and so we expect the
collective/artists to be responsible for ensuring fair pay.

We want artists who are good at working with people to develop ideas,
skilled at listening, weaving together ideas and facilitating a room. We want
people excited by young people and their ideas; performance will be grown
in collaboration between the young people and the artist.

Black and Brown people and Disabled people across the globe are on the
frontline of the climate crisis but have been historically marginalised in the
conversation around climate justice. We are particularly interested in
hearing from Disabled artists and artists of Black African, African Caribbean,
South Asian, East Asian, South West Asian, North African, Arab or Latinx
heritage, those artists from communities who are marginalised for their
race.



If these sentences describe you, then we’d love to hear from you:

● I/we have a demonstrable track record of making performance for
public audiences.

● I/we have experience of working with young people and/or community
participants OR I can clearly demonstrate how I would use my
practice to deliver participatory work.

● I/we are excited about exploring the idea of The Natural World.
● I/we live in London or am able to travel regularly to London at my

own expense.

We are also currently advertising this role. If you are interested in working
with the 16-21-year-olds on your idea, we are open to combining the
commission delivery with this role. Get in touch in advance to discuss this
(contact details below).

PREVIOUS WORK_

A selection of previous work made with The Company:

● In 2019, 15-19-year-olds made Really Real Teenz! with The Famous
Lauren Barri Holstein. Read an Exeunt review here.

● In 2023, Mazvita (10 years old), made The Egg Show with Daniel Oliver,
supported by two 10-year-olds as part of our festival, NOW 23.

https://theyardtheatre.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/YYA-16-21_-Lead-Artist-Call-Out-2.pdf
https://theyardtheatre.co.uk/theatre/events/really-real-teenz/
https://exeuntmagazine.com/reviews/review-really-real-teenz/
https://theyardtheatre.co.uk/events/now23-daniel-mazvita/


DETAILS_

Dates
● Research & Development Stage 1: workshops between October -

December 2023
○ These workshops will take place in weekly Yard Young Artists

sessions for 7-11s or 11-15s or in October half term for 16-21s.
Feel free to email us to set up a conversation about this in
advance.

○ We would encourage you to work with the group most relevant
to your idea, but are open to workshops across the age groups.

○ We anticipate around 4-6 sessions in this period, each of about
2 hours.

○ Precise dates will be worked out with artist’s availability.

● Research & Development Stage 2: a week between 1 April - 13 April
2024. 5 full days. Work in progress sharing at the end of this week.

● Should the idea be developed to the full commission, we imagine the
making stage to be between July - September 2024, with a
presentation in Autumn 2024. This would be decided by the Artistic
team in April 2024.

Fee
● The fee for the R&D period is £2,000.

● Should the project move to full commission, there is a further £1,000
development fee and £4,000 making fee.

● Fees include planning and delivery.

The Team
● You will be expected to lead the room; planning sessions, leading the

room, and shaping the arc of the work.

● You will be supported by The Yard’s Producing team across sessions
and an Assistant will be in the room for all workshops.



HOW TO APPLY_

Please send us information that tells us about:

● your previous work and your artistic practice.
● where we can find video documentation of your work.
● about your idea and how you would respond to the theme of The

Natural World.
● which age group/s you are interested in, why and how you would

work with them.

This can be in the format of:
● A document (max 2 pages).
● A video (max 4 minutes).
● An audio file (max 4 minutes).

Upload this information into this form.

Deadline: Thursday 7 September, 10am.

When looking at submissions, the questions we will be asking ourselves are:
● Are we excited by the artists’ ideas and previous work?
● Will it speak to our audiences?
● How will the artists work with young people and foreground their

ideas?
● Does the idea approach the topic of The Natural World in an

innovative way?

All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their submission by
Tuesday 12 September.

Access

We are Disability Confident Committed and are working with Real, the
Disabled People's Organisation to remove barriers across our organisation.

We want you to have every opportunity to shine in this process, so please
let us know if you have disability access requirements, or if there is
anything that we can do to make sure that it’s a process that works for you.
We are open to making reasonable adjustments, for example providing a
support worker to remove barriers in completing your application and also

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUAcy_T0N_00oWWGDIRfrZ3RaqC1EU2UbX4Qs1HdzJCOWGww/viewform


supporting Access to Work applications. Just contact us by emailing
local@theyardtheatre.co.uk.

Contact
If you have questions or would like to speak to someone at The Yard in
advance of submitting an idea, please contact
katherine@theyardtheatre.co.uk

mailto:katherine@theyardtheatre.co.uk


_ABOUT THE YARD_

The Yard Theatre is an award-winning theatre in Hackney Wick that was
built in 2011. Our work brings together classical theatre, contemporary
performance, and London’s nightlife. Through this we present extraordinary
live stories in our theatre, bar, and across our local area.

To do this we support artists to develop work, take risks and express
themselves. The best artists making work today, but also amazing young
artists who could make work tomorrow. We create multiple free
opportunities for young people aged 9-21 to discover creativity and access
careers in the arts, and we support professional artists throughout their
career.

Work first seen at The Yard has transferred to other venues including the
National Theatre, been turned into television series and radio dramas, and
toured the world.

The Yard’s mission is to make stories born from East London. Stories that
haven’t been told before. And stories that can only be experienced live.

The Yard’s vision is to become a theatre where extraordinary live
experiences are offered to audiences to enable connection, compassion and
understanding.

The Yard values being brave. We value taking risks. We value supporting,
trusting, and believing in one another. We value becoming representative of
East London. We value removing the barriers that stop people accessing our
work. We value keeping the negative environmental impact of our work to a
minimum. We value being inspiring, challenging, and energising. We value
making new worlds possible for everyone to enjoy.

ANTI-RACISM

The Yard is doing ongoing work related to anti-racism, to make our
organisation better for our artists, employees and audiences who
experience racism. You can read about some of our work here. If you would
like to hear more about this in advance of applying for this role, we can set
up a conversation with Ashleigh Wheeler, Executive Director:
ashleigh@theyardtheatre.co.uk

https://theyardtheatre.co.uk/news/articles/an-update-on-anti-racism-at-the-yard-theatre/

